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Appendix 2: Legislation affecting Reptiles 

 
Legislation 

 

All reptile species in Great Britain receive some legal protection from legislation in the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981. More recently, further protection was afforded in Great Britain to species 

listed in the Habitat Regulations 1994. Both the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and Habitat 

Regulations 1994 provide mechanisms to protect species, their habitats and sites occupied by the 

species. Native reptile species fit into two bands of protection: 

 

European protected species receive all elements of protection in Section 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 and the Habitat Regulations 1994. Native species that receive this protection 

are: 

   

• Sand lizards (Lacerta agilis) 

• Smooth snakes (Coronella austriaca)  

 

This legislation prohibits the following on any of the above species: 

 

• Deliberately or intentionally killing and capturing (taking) or intentional injuring. 

• Deliberately disturbing 

• Deliberately taking or destroying eggs  

• Damaging or destroying a breeding site or resting place or intentionally damaging a place 

used for shelter or protection. 

• Intentionally obstructing access to a place used for shelter; and keeping, transporting, selling 

or exchanging; offering for sale or advertising.   

 

Species that receive protection against intentional killing, injuring and sale only: 

 

• Slow-worm (Anguis fragilis) 

• Common lizard (Lacerta vivipara) 

• Adder (Vipera berus) 

• Grass snake (Natrix natrix) 

 

Both the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the Habitat Regulations 1994 apply to all life stages 

of the protected species: eggs and spawn, larvae, juveniles and adults are all protected. 

 

When is a license required? 

 

For European protected species that receive all elements of protection in Section 9 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981, it is not only the reptiles themselves that are protected but also their habitat. A 

license is therefore required for all activities that may damage the habitat or impede their use of 

certain parts of the habitat. 

To ensure that acceptable mitigations levels are undertaken it is recommended that a license is applied 

for on the basis of survey information and specialist knowledge. This will establish if the site could 

potentially be a breeding site or resting place for a European protected species and if the proposed 

activity (/development) is likely to result in offence. 

 

When is mitigation required? 

 

For European protected species as well as those that receive protection against intentional killing, 

injuring and sale only. A level of mitigation and compensation is required when development is 

permitted on reptile habitat. The time and effort needed for a successful mitigation exercise should 

not be underestimated. Often there is a need to enhance habitats on site or nearby, in advance of a 

lengthy reptile capture and exclusion activities. 


