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All the fun of the fair at Haverhill Business Park

The normally tranquil town of Haverhill was rudely awakened earlier this month to the roar of diesel engines and the spectacle of dozens of mechanical diggers and forklift trucks tearing through the mud of nearby fields.

Puzzled local residents looked on and speculated over the most likely explanation for the somewhat unusual proceedings.

Was this the latest joy-riding craze from which the disaffected youth of the town got their kicks? Had Haverhill been picked to host the World Formula One digger driving championships? Or had some work-shy construction workers been on the tipple and decided to mutiny?

The answer, thankfully, was none of the above.

In fact, the bizarre spectacle had been arranged to promote the soon-to-be developed Haverhill Business Park.

Forget passing around the canapés at cocktail parties and glitzy receptions in plush hotels.

The hip way to impress clients this year is to offer them the opportunity of racing against each other in heavy-duty construction machinery across the muddy fields of East Anglia.

At least that was the novel idea adopted by property developer Carisbrooke, which was behind this massive event aimed at showcasing the scheme, where up to one million square feet of development is planned on a 64 acre site.

The winning team was made up of the following local boys, Michael Horan of Barker Storey Matthews, Simon Lewis of Catlings Commercial, Richard Roberts of Mullucks Wells & Associates, Roger Driver of Roger Driver Partnership, and Robert Hall of Carter Jonas.
Haverhill Business Park is one of the biggest mixed use schemes ever to be developed in the region and is expected to create up to 4,000 jobs for the area when complete.

The park, which straddles the Suffolk-Essex border will include offices and R&D space as well as a roadside restaurant, petrol filling station and hotel.

In what was the sort of event that is only normally witnessed on late night editions of Eurosport, property agents from around the country were invited to pit their wits against each other and test their maneouvering skills on a dizzying variety of vehicles - some of which will be used to develop the site.

The agents act for a broad range of business interests who are actively considering establishing premises in the area.

Carisbrooke cleared around 15 acres of land specially for the occasion and erected marquee tents and make-shift tracks.

Around 45 property agents from 25 different companies competed in the whacky races, driving quad bikes, forklifts, amphibious vehicles and mini JCB¹s - all of whom emerged unscathed at the end of the day.

In between races, competitors learned a bit more about the idea behind Haverhill Business Park and its pivotal role in the fast expanding greater Cambridge research and development cluster.

The first phase of the project has already won planning consent, while consent for the second phase is expected at some point in the next eight weeks and is already creating a buzz of excitement.

Earlier this year Carisbrooke signed a Section 106 agreement with both St Edmundsbury and Braintree Councils for a package of planning benefits for the local community.

This includes a traffic management system, comprehensive landscaping, cycle-routes and a wild grassland area.

Local residents will be happy to learn that no provision has been made for a JCB motorcross circuit.
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