HAVERHILL BUSINESS PARK

Or, The Tie and the Board 

I was having a quiet half pint – no, I’ll be honest, it was a pint – at one of those friendly pubs in Haverhill the other evening, after a hard days work, when out of the corner of my eye I caught the stare of one of those affable, but ‘I’m no fool’ locals.   

‘Oh no’ I thought to myself, ‘I bet he’s going to come up and comment on the quality of my tie’.

Sure enough, he made a bee-line for me and in a very soft tone said, 

‘You’re from those agents, Rumsey and Partners, who are promoting the Haverhill Business Park, aren’t you?’  

Somewhat relieved, I said ‘yes’.


‘I just wanted to tell you that your site hoardings are terrific.   Not only do they really stand out, but they look very attractive’, he said, modestly.

Lamely I replied,


‘Thank you’.


‘Well what’s going on’, he questioned.


‘How do you mean’, I replied.


‘You’ve got these publicity hoardings up on the site, but I don’t see any building work going on’, he explained.

I suggested we move to a quiet table in the corner so that I could fill him in on the details.


‘As you know’, I started, in my best professional tone, ‘big, complex developments don’t happen overnight’.   ‘In fact, this site is approximately 60 acres, and when finished will provide nearly 1 million square feet of mixed development, ranging from research and development units, industrial and warehousing, to a hotel, pub or restaurant, petrol filling station and other possible uses.   Carisbrooke  Suon Developments haven’t long owned the site, but they have already obtained outline planning permission, and are working closely with the local authorities on the detail.   They have also submitted proposals for design improvements to the site infrastructure’.   

‘Carisbrooke are suggesting that by shifting the position of a roundabout a few yards from the location in the outline plan, they can open up the site more effectively for occupiers, divide it more logically for the variety of businesses and research companies that will be buying or renting the facilities, improve the traffic flow, and minimise congestion at the access to Bumpstead Road, which, as you know, divides the site in two.’


‘That all sounds very impressive’, he mused, ‘and I don’t want to appear rude, but as you are an agent, I would expect you to put a gloss on everything’.

Cut to the bone, all I could reply was, 

‘Don’t worry, I’m not offended, I know what the public think of agents.   All I can say is this; at present our client is going through the planning and pre-development stages.      During this time Carisbrooke has to work up detailed plans, research the market, – and on Haverhill Business Park Carisbrooke has appointed Rumsey and Partners, and Carter Jonas, a very well respected local firm, who are also acting as planning consultants.   If it is of interest’, I injected, ‘the response from potential occupiers from Cambridge and other localities, to our initial mailings and soundings, has been phenomenal’.


‘Why would that be so?’, he questioned, ‘when you haven’t even laid the infrastructure’.


‘Good question’, I replied with growing respect for this wily man, ‘Basically, it’s a question of supply and demand.   There is a tremendous shortage of high quality space at affordable prices in this region.   But in Haverhill, land is much cheaper than in Cambridge, even though it’s just down the road.  It has fantastic road connections, a high quality local work force, a forward thinking local authority and well established local business community. 


‘That’s why we have a lot of interest in the space we are selling and offering for rent.    And remember, Carisbrooke were the developers of the Cambridge Research Park They believe that investing time in getting things right from the start, pays off in the long run for everyone’.

I was crowing by now; it must have been the second beer that my newfound friend had bought me!

Then, without notice he got up.

‘Got to dash’, he said, ‘All I really wanted to do was compliment you on the site boards,’


‘Thank you’. I replied with a warm smile.


‘Pity, the people who designed them, didn’t advise you on your tie’. The door shut behind him! 

